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SUBJECT: BRIBERY OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS BY U.S. FIRMS 
OPERATING ABROAD 

REF STATE 258169 

1. NEITHER "AGENTS", "AGENT FEES", NOR THE DISCLOSURE OF 
PROFITS OR COMMISSIONS, IS ADDRESSED BY GRB LAWS REGULATING 
GOVERNMENT PURCHASES. 

2. CONCERNING "THE BRIBERY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS", BURUNDI'S 
CRIMINAL CODE OF LAWS PROVIDES SEVERE PENALTIES FOR BOTH 
THE CORRUPTOR AND THE CORRUPTED. 

3. BASIC REGULATIONS CONCERNING GOVERNMENT PURCHASES ARE 
SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: (1) A GOVERNMENT AGENCY MAY MAKE 
DIRECT PURCHASES TOTALING LESS THAN DOLS 3200 WITHOUT 
ASKING FOR DNDS; (2) FOR PURCHASES TOTALING DOLS 3200 TO 
DOLS 6300, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES MUST OBTAIN AT LEAST THREE 
BIDS FROM SUPPLIERS WHICH IT MAY ITSELF DESIGNATE; 

(3) GOVERNMENT PURCHASES TOTALING MORE THAN DOLS 6300 
REQUIRE "A PUBLIC CALL FOR TENDERS" ISSUED ACCORDING TO 
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THE MINISTER OF ECONOMIC FINANCE. 

4. THERE IS A MAJOR 
EXCEPTION TO THESE REGULATIONS. 

GOVERNMENT PURCHASES, OF ANY SUM, WHICH MUST REMAIN "SECRET ", 
NEED NOT BE SUBMITTED TO THE BIDDING PROCESS. (NO DEFINITION 
OF THE WORD "SECRET" IS FOUND IN APPROPRIATE GRB LAWS). 

FOR ALL SUCH PURCHASES, WHICH AS ONE MIGHT EXPECT, ARE COMMON, 
A BOARD OF AJUDICATORS ESTABLISHED BY LAW MUST BE 
CONSULTED, AND SPECIAL AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE THE PURCHASE 
OBTAINED FROM MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AND FINANCE. 

5. THOUGH BRIBERY MAY BE PENALIZED UNDER THE LAW, IT IS 
WIDESPREAD, EXPECTED, AND SELDOM PUNISHED EXCEPT FOR POLI- 
TICALLY MOTIVATED REASONS. MOST GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS WOULD 
NOT BE CONCLUDED WITHOUT STRAIGHT "KICKBACKS" WHICH SELDOM 
ARE EVEN DISGUISED UNDER THE RUBRIC OF "FEES". 

6. PRESENTLY.BURUNDI'S FEW SUBSTANTIAL CONTRACTS ARE 

WITH COMMON MARKET COUNTRIES. THE SMALL VOLUME OF LOW VALUE 
U.S. SALES TO BURUNDI SELDOM INVOLVE A U.S. BUSINESSMAN. NO 
CHANGE IN THIS PICTURE IS FORESEEN IN SHORT TERM. 

7. SOURCE: CODES AND LAWS OF BURUNDI. DECREE OF FEB 25, 

1959, AMEMDED BY DECREE NO. 1/71, OCTOBER 28, 1979. 
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